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(Music Sales America). By mastering all techniques described in the book, you will be on your way

to elevating the Travis pick from a basic chordal accompaniment to a complex solo style! Includes:

14 guitar solos; instructional and performance CD; standard notation and tablature; comprehensive

list of alternating-bass pieces; detailed and thorough instruction; and more.
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Mark Hanson is considered to be amongst the top instructors today in the fingerstyle domain. He

regularly holds fingerstyle workshops and has authored over 30 books and videos, all on the same

subject - fingerstyle guitar. He has also interviewed several fingerstyle authorities such as Leo

Kottke and James Taylor.This book is considered by many as the leading fingerstyle instruction

book. There are several very good reasons for the high number of votes Mark's books receive; and

WHY you should buy this book.1. Travis picking (alternate bass with melody) is the foundation of

fingerstyle guitar. Nearly every fingerstyle guitarist from Rev. Gary Davis to Muddy Waters to Robert

Johnson to Leo Kottke and Chet Atkins has used the Travis picking method. This book is the bible

of Travis picking.2. The book requires no knowledge of the instrument. I couldn't switch chords

comfortably when I received this book. In fact I only knew the C and G chords. With some patience

and determination I learnt more than 30 chords by the time I was at the end of the book, and

obviously I also learnt to switch between them effortlessly.3. Mark lays out very logical examples

throughout the book to ensure you are progressing the right way. There is a practice song after



every chapter to make certain you are comfortable maintaining the rhythm and will face no difficulty

if you encounter a similar pattern in any other song outside of the book. The instruction is very clear

and there is absolutely no ambiguity even for a novice. It's almost like the author is holding your

hand throughout. I am no dazzling guitarist (read no natural flair) and had no teachers while I was

using this book. I waded through it without any major hold-ups.
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